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RUPRIRUPRIRUPRIRUPRIRUPRI  economist  and researcher  Mark Drabenstott economist  and researcher  Mark Drabenstott economist  and researcher  Mark Drabenstott economist  and researcher  Mark Drabenstott economist  and researcher  Mark Drabenstott ad-
dresses about 120 business, education and community leaders at
the  WIRED committee orientation held in Meridian on Sept 29.
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WAEM Region can compete globally

West Alabama-East Mississippi

ENTERPRISE-READY

Rura l  economis t  Mark  Drabensto t t
sa id  desp i te  an  a la rming t rend o f
los ing jobs ,  popu la t ion  and income in
recent  years ,  the West  A labama-East
Miss iss ipp i  (WAEM) reg ion  can s t i l l
compete in  the rap id ly -changing g lo-
ba l  marketp lace.

Drabensto t t ,  d i rec tor  fo r  the Center
for  Reg iona l  Compet i t i veness a t  the
Rural  Pol icy Research Inst i tu te
(RUPRI)  a t  the Univers i ty  o f  Missour i ,
addressed a  c rowd o f  about  120 bus i -
ness,  communi ty  and educat ion lead-
ers  a t  the  Ri ley  Center  fo r  Educat ion
and the Per forming Ar ts  in  Mer id ian ,
Miss .  On Sept .  29 .

The gather ing  o f  West  A labama-
East  Miss iss ipp i  “Enterprise-Ready”
In i t ia t ive  par t ic ipants  was the in i t ia l
meet ing  o f  the  “Enterprise-Ready”  goa l
commi t tees  co-cha i red  by  e igh t  com-
muni ty  and jun ior  co l lege pres idents

in  the reg ion.

Drabenstot t  and RUPRI wi l l  be pro-
v id ing ass is tance and suppor t  fo r  the
WAEM WIRED Reg ion as  imp lementa-
t ion  o f  the  $15 mi l l ion  Depar tment  o f
Labor  grant  moves forward.

Drabensto t t  sa id  change wi l l  no t
come over  n ight ,  but  the economic
backdrop in  the  reg ion can change.

He sa id  g loba l iza t ion  in  the  eco-
nomic  landscape has  necess i ta ted  a
reg iona l  approach to  economic  deve l -
opment  in  rura l  a reas,  such as  the 37
county  WAEM reg ion,  in  order  to  leve l
the p lay ing f ie ld .

Reg iona l  in i t ia t i ves ,  he  sa id ,  p ro-
v ide  the  c r i t i ca l  mass,  sca le  and c lou t
needed to  compete  in  the  economic
development  race.

By deve lop ing a  compet i t i ve  s t ra t -
egy  based on markets  and assets  and
dr iven by entrepreneurship and inno-
vat ion ,  the  West  A labama-East  Mis-
s iss ipp i  reg ion  w i l l  be  ab le  to  ga in  a
compet i t i ve  edge in  the  g loba l  mar -
ketp lace.

Drabensto t t  sa id  there  are  th ree
s t ra teg ies  to  ga in ing  a  compet i t i ve
advantage:  the s tay and f ight  s t ra t -
egy;  the midd le- road s t ra tegy;  and the
“p ioneer”  d iscovery  s t ra tegy.

RURPI ’s  ro le  in  the  WAEM reg ion ’s
implementat ion process wi l l  be  four -
fo ld.

Deve lop ing  an economic  base l ine
wi l l  be  the  f i rs t  s tep  in  the  process
and wi l l  ident i fy  the d is t r ibut ion o f



“Th is  in i t ia t i ve  is  about  bu i ld ing  a
bet ter  reg iona l  work force,  bu i ld ing  a
st ronger  reg ional  economy,  bu i ld ing
entrepreneur ia l  capac i ty,  bu i ld ing
bet ter  communi t ies ,  and more, ”  sa id
El l i s .

Joey Kenna,  a  fac i l i ta tor  w i th
East  Centra l  Communi ty
Col lege exp la ins ,  “You see,
bu i ld ing bet ter  th ings is
d i f ferent  f rom f ix ing th ings.
Many in i t ia t ives o f  th is  nature
want  to  f ix  th ings that  are
broken or  don ’ t  work  wel l .
‘Here ’s  a  p rob lem,  le t ’ s  f i x  i t , ’
they  say.   F ix - i t  peop le  see
what ’s  wrong.   Bu i ld - i t  peop le
focus on what  can be done wi th
the assets  and s t rengths they
have.   They thr ive on creat ing
and bu i ld ing . ”   Kenna is  one o f
the  CCJC fac i l i ta to rs  (see Page
1).

The “bu i ld- i t ”  miss ion s ta tement  o f
the  WAEM in i t ia t i ve  is  to  “bu i ld
Enterpr ise-Ready  peop le ,  p laces ,
programs,  and reg ional  ident i ty. ”

A  common quest ion  to  CCJC
fac i l i ta tors  is ,  “What  does that  mean,
espec ia l l y  the  Enterpr ise-Ready
par t?”

current  employment resources.

The second s tep,  he lp ing map
assets  in  the 37-county  reg ion,  wi l l
he lp  ident i fy  and def ine the th ings
which se t  the  reg ion apar t  and make
i t  spec ia l .

Ident i fy ing these assets  wi l l  he lp  in
t rans i t ion ing to  the th i rd  phase o f
RUPRI ’s  ass is tance which is  he lp ing
ident i fy  poss ib le  new sources  o f
compet i t ive advantage.
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Ult imate ly,  RURPI wi l l  use the in for-

mat ion gathered in  the f i rs t  th ree
steps to  implement  the f ina l  s tep
which is  c ra f t ing  the regional compet i -
t iveness s t ra tegy.

Drabensto t t  sa id  a  g rea t  dea l  o f
hard  work  l ies  ahead but  by  work ing
together  i t  i s  poss ib le  to  c ra f t  a
wor ld-c lass s t ra tegy to  he lp  the WAEM
Region compete  in  the  g loba l  economic
race.

Becoming Enterprise-Ready
Thanks to  the v is ion and  leadersh ip

of  Governors  Haley  Barbour  and Bob
Ri ley,  the  peop le  o f  West  A labama
and East  Miss iss ipp i  have a
wonder fu l  oppor tun i ty  to  improve the i r
most ly  rura l  reg ion.   The two
Governors  go t  the  reg ion  a  $15
mi l l ion
Workforce
Innovat ion in
Regional
Economic
Development
(WIRED)
grant  f rom
the U.S.
Department
o f  Labor
(DOL) .   Th is
grant  g ives
the reg ion
the resources
to  do  a
number of
innovat ive th ings over  a three-year
per iod .

The grant  proposa l  ta lks  about
“economic t ransformat ion”  and
“work force innovat ion. ”   Mike E l l i s ,  a
CCJC fac i l i ta to r  w i th  Eas t  Miss iss ipp i
Communi ty  Co l lege (see Page 1) ,
says grant  leaders  pre fer  to  use the
word “bu i ld ing. ”

“Can we become
“Enterprise-Ready?”
Absolutely.
Yes we can!”

WAEM WIRED
Commissioner
Susan Miller

“ENTERPRISE-READY”
IS A PUBLICATION OF THE WEST ALABAMA-EAST MISSISSIPPI WIRED INITIATIVE  AND IS MADE POSSIBLE BY A

WORKFORCE INNOVATION IN REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (WIRED) GRANT

FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.
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Jones County  Jun ior  Col lege

fac i l i ta tor  Regina K i tchens says,  “An
Enterpr ise-Ready  p lace is  a
community wi th the infrastructure,
work force,  and incent ives ready to
at t rac t  new indust ry.   L ikewise,
Enterpr ise-Ready  peop le  means
workers  have sk i l l s  and
credent ia ls  needed to  keep
and at t ract  growth
indust r ies and h igh-pay ing
jobs. ”

Ange l is  Smi th ,  a  campus
d i rec tor  w i th  A labama
Southern Community
Col lege,  says ,  “Enterpr ise-
Ready  p laces  can a lso
mean communi t ies wi th  the
t ra in ing,  coaching,
f inanc ing,  fac i l i t ies  and
other  th ings ready to
support  entrepreneurs who
grow our  communi ty-based
jobs and br ing weal th  to  our
communi t ies .  And
Enterpr ise-Ready  peop le
can mean students who
graduate f rom h igh school
ready to  take on technology-based
jobs  as  we l l  as  leaders  w i th  “can do”
a t t i tudes,  who f ind  assets  to  bu i ld  on
and oppor tun i t ies  to  se ize . ”

Mer id ian Communi ty  Col lege
fac i l i ta tor  Michae l  G ibson says,
“Enterpr ise-Ready  p rograms are
those programs that  he lp  peop le  and
p laces  become Enterpr ise-Ready .   An
Enterpr ise-Ready  reg ion ,  then,  i s  one
fu l l  o f  Enterpr ise-Ready  p laces and
people ,  communi t ies ,  workers ,
entrepreneurs,  s tudents,  and
leaders…wi th  an ar ray  o f  Enterpr ise-
Ready  p rograms to  suppor t  them.
Enterpr ise-Ready  i s  what  we want  to
become reg ion-wide so  we can bet te r
compete in  th is  new g loba l  economy.”

Whi le  a  key  focus  o f  the  WAEM
in i t ia t i ve  is  on  reg ion-bu i ld ing  (see
Page 2) ,  there  is  an  equa l  focus  on
deve lop ing the  100 or  so  communi t ies
in  the  reg ion .   What  CCJC s ta f f  ca l l
“p lace bu i ld ing. ”

Shandra Smi th ,  a  fac i l i ta tor  w i th
Wal lace Communi ty  Col lege –  Se lma,
exp la ins .   “Bu i ld ing bet ter
homeplaces  is  as  c r i t i ca l  to  bu i ld ing
an Enterpr ise-Ready  reg ion  as
anyth ing e lse.  We want  to  l i f t  our
sense of  reg ion wi thout  d i lu t ing our

sense o f  p lace .   So,  we w i l l  engage
wi th every communi ty  in  a l l  our
count ies  to  he lp  them bu i ld  and
improve.”

The work  o f  the  WAEM in i t ia t i ve  is
the respons ib i l i ty  o f  e ight  communi ty
and jun ior  co l leges in  the West
A labama-East  Miss iss ipp i  reg ion  –
Alabama Southern,  Bev i l l  Sta te ,  East
Cent ra l ,  Eas t  Miss iss ipp i ,  Jones
County,  Mer id ian,  Shel ton State,  and
Wal lace  Communi ty  Col lege-Selma,
along wi th The Montgomery Inst i tute
in  Mer id ian,  the  A labama Depar tment
o f  Economic  and Communi ty  Affa i rs ,
and the  Miss iss ipp i  Deve lopment
Authori ty.

Th is  work  is  d iv ided among four
goa ls .

“Goa l  1  i s  about  deve lop ing  th is
“bu i ld - i t ”  “Enterpr ise-Ready ”
approach and get t ing buy- in  f rom
loca l  and reg iona l  leaders , ”  says



Editorial
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T he bad  news  i s
no universal ly
accep ted

de f in i t i on  o f  “ reg ion ”
ex is ts .  On the  o ther
hand,  the  good news
is  no un iversa l ly
accep ted  de f in i t i on
o f  “ reg ion”  ex is ts .

The  West  A labama/
Eas t  M iss i ss ipp i
“Enterpr ise-Ready”
reg ion  i s  “ se l f -
se lec ted . ”  That  i s ,
the e ight  communi ty
and jun io r  co l leges
serv ing  our
co l lec t ion  o f  37
count ies  compr is ing  a round  one
mi l l i on  peop le  vo lun ta r i l y  agreed  to
jo in  toge ther  to  advance  our
“ reg iona l ”  work fo rce  capac i t y.

Cer ta in l y  mos t  reg ions  l i ke  our
WAEM area  a re  de f ined  by  ex i s t i ng
governmenta l  ju r i sd ic t ions .  Sta tes ,
coun t ies ,  d i s t r i c t s ,  towns  and  c i t i es
a re  conven ien t  markers  in  desc r ib ing

And what’s a region?
By Bill Scaggs reg ions .  And  tha t  i s

why  the  leadersh ip  o f
Governors  Haley
Barbour  and  Bob
Ri ley  and our
co l lege  p res iden ts
i s  v i ta l  t o  ou r  WAEM
ini t ia t ive  work .  The i r
ab i l i t y  t o  see  beyond
s ta te  l i nes ,  co l l ege
d is t r i c t  l i nes  and
c i t y  l im i t s  i s
fundamenta l  to  our
success  in  “ reg ion
bu i ld ing . ”

A t  our  mos t  recen t
WAEM W i red
Commiss ion

meet ing ,  the  observa t ion  was  made
that  fo r  work fo rce  deve lopment
pu rposes ,  reg ion  may  be  de f ined  as  a
work  cen te red  commute  o f  a round  50-
60  m i les .  Fo r  those  o f  us  i n  ru ra l
Amer i ca  th i s  i s  an  espec ia l l y  power fu l
concept .  The work-centered  commute
ra ther  than  res idence  o r  po l i t i ca l
j u r i sd i c t i on  can  de f ine  a  reg ion .

Jones County  Jun ior  Col lege
fac i l i ta tor  Jason Dedwylder.   “ I t ’ s
about  ident i fy ing our  key assets ,
s t rengths,  and oppor tun i t ies  and
bui ld ing on those. ”

Thomas Burget t ,  a  fac i l i ta tor  w i th
Bev i l l  Sta te  Communi ty  Col lege,
says ,  “Goa l  2  is  about
ent repreneurship,  about  growing
more g lobal ly  compet i t ive communi ty
based bus inesses. ”

“Goal  3 , ”  he  says,  “ is  about  bu i ld ing
a sk i l led ,  t ra ined work force
throughout  our  reg ion to  compete for
h igh wage,  h igh sk i l l  jobs  and to

re ta in  the major  employers  we a l ready
have.”

Fe lec ia  Pet tway,  a  fac i l i ta tor  w i th
Wal lace Communi ty  Col lege –  Se lma,
says  Goal  4 ,  “ i s  about  bu i ld ing  an
Enterpr ise-Ready  fu tu re .   We wi l l  work
wi th  our  schools  and youth programs
to make sure  the i r  output  c reates  an
Enterpr ise-Ready  work fo rce  fo r
tomorrow.”

“Can we become Enterpr ise-Ready?”
asks  WAEM Commiss ion  member
Susan Mi l le r  f rom Shel ton State
Communi ty  Col lege.   “Absolute ly.  Yes
we can! ”  she answers.
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Bil l  Scaggs is  the  President  of  the
Montgomery Inst i tu te  and Chairman of
the WAEM Commission.

The WAEM Commission
An e ight -member  commiss ion

appointed by Governors  Haley
Barbour  and Bob Ri ley  w i l l  p rov ide
the adv isory  leadersh ip  for  the West
A labama-East  Miss iss ipp i  (WAEM)
“Enterpr ise-Ready”  In i t ia t ive .

Four  vot ing members f rom
Miss iss ipp i  and four  vo t ing  members
f rom Alabama serve on the
commiss ion wi th  the pres ident  o f  the
Montgomery Inst i tu te  appointed as the
ex-of f ic io  and non-vot ing chai rman.

The funct ion of  the WAEM
commiss ion  is  to  p rov ide  adv isory
overs ight  and leadersh ip  for  the
in i t ia t ive.

Appoin ted by A labama Governor
Bob R i ley  to  serve  on the  WAEM
Commiss ion  are :  Tim A l fo rd ,  D i rec tor,
Of f ice  o f  Work force Deve lopment ;
Ph i l l i s  Be lcher,  D i rec tor,  Greene

County Industr ia l  Development  Board;
Vick ie  Locke,  Pro jec t  Manager,
A labama B lack  Be l t  Commiss ion ;  and
Susan Mi l ler,  Workforce Development
Di rector,  Shel ton State Communi ty
Col lege.

Appo in ted  by  Miss iss ipp i  Governor
Haley Barbour  are:  Tommy Dulaney,
Pres ident ,  St ructura l  Stee l  Serv ices;
Wade Jones,  Pres ident ,  Eas t
Miss iss ipp i  Bus iness  Deve lopment
Corpora t ion ;  C.D.  Smi th ,  Reg iona l
Manager,  East  Centra l -Golden
Tr iang le  Dis t r ic t ,  Be l lSouth;  and Dr.
Wayne Stonecypher,  Execut ive
Di rec tor,  M iss iss ipp i  Sta te  Board  fo r
Communi ty  and Junior  Col leges.

Dr.  B i l l  Scaggs is  the  Pres ident  o f
the Montgomery Inst i tute and wi l l
serve  as  the  WAEM Commiss ion
chairman.

A   s im i la r  de f i n i t i on  o f  reg ion  can
be  cas t  by  ask ing  ru ra l  peop le
ques t ions  l i ke  “where  do  you  go  fo r
hea l th  ca re ”  o r  “where  do  you  go  to
shop . ”  The  c i rc les  on  the  map
mul t ip ly.  And i t  shou ld  be  very  c lear
tha t  we share  many “sub- reg ions . ”

Bo th  the  “where  do  you  work?”  and
the  “where  do  you  shop?”  approaches
sugges t  a  common i ssue :
t ranspor ta t ion .  Roads  and  ra i l s ;
r i ve rs  and  cana ls ;  por ts ,  te rmina ls ,
and  a i rpor ts  a re  fundamenta l
reg iona l  deve lopment  oppor tun i t ies .

He lp ing  peop le  move  w i th  ease  f rom
homep lace  to  workp lace  to  marke ts  i s
a  cont inu ing  cha l lenge fo r  our  most ly
rura l  reg ion .

We know our  h ighways  and
waterways  and  a i rways  a re  ma jo r
assets .  They  are  the  connect ions
upon wh ich  our  fu tu re  can be  bu i l t .
How can  we bu i ld  upon  these
pathways  to  p rosper i t y?

CCJC facilitators begin training; hit ground running in communities
New s ta f f  members  ass igned  to

the  WAEM in i t i a t i ve  f rom the
communi ty  and jun io r  co l leges  in  the
37-county  West  A labama-Eas t
M iss i ss ipp i  reg ion  was ted  no  t ime
get t ing  ou t  in  the  commun i t ies  a f te r
beg inn ing  the i r  t ra in ing  las t  month .

S ix teen communi ty  leadersh ip  and
ent repreneur ia l  fac i l i ta to rs  f rom
seven  o f  the  e igh t  cc j c ’ s  i n  the  reg ion
(ASCC i s  s t i l l  i n  t he  p rocess  o f
des igna t ing  the i r  s ta f f )  k i cked  o f f
e igh t  weeks  o f  t ra in ing  w i th  a  th ree-
day  t ra in ing  sess ion  a t  A labama
Southern  Communi ty  Co l lege in
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Demopo l i s ,  A la . ,  t o  be  fo l l owed  by
week ly  one-day  t ra in ing  sess ions
to  be  he ld  on  the  campus ’  o f  each
school .

Grant  pro jec t  d i rec tor  B i l l
Crawford  sa id  ho ld ing the t ra in ing
sess ions  a t  each o f  the  schoo ls
he lps or ient  fac i l i ta tors  wi th  the i r
counterpar ts ’  areas whi le
fami l ia r iz ing them wi th  the reg ions
compos i t ion  o f  peop le  and p laces .

The  CCJC s ta f f   w i l l  ass i s t
communi t ies  in  bu i ld ing  on  the i r
asse ts  and  s t reng ths  wh i le  he lp ing
the  reg ion  bu i ld  the  needed
in f ras t ruc ture  to  th r ive  on
innova t ion  and  to  se ize
oppor tun i t ies  w i th in  the  new
economy.

Meet  th e  s ta f f
Civic  Leadership  Faci l i ta tors

( f rom le f t  to  r ight ) :  Shandra Smi th ,
Wal lace Communi ty  Col lege-Selma;
Joey Kenna,  East  Centra l  Communi ty
Col lege;  Thomas Burget t ,  Bev i l l  Sta te
Communi ty  Col lege;  Regina Ki tchens,
Jones County  Junior  Col lege;  Mar lo
Dorsey,  Jones County Jun ior  Col lege;
Bruce Hanson,  Eas t  Miss iss ipp i
Communi ty  Col lege;  Michael  Gibson,
Mer id ian Communi ty  Col lege.  Not
p ic tured:  John Harvard,  Shel ton State
Communi ty  Col lege.

Community  Entrepreneur ia l
Development  faci l i tators  ( f rom le f t
to  r igh t ) :  Ken Dupre ,  Mer id ian
Communi ty  Col lege;  Jason Dedwylder,
Jones County  Jun ior  Co l lege;  Fe l ic ia
Pet tway,  Wal lace Communi ty  College-
Selma;  Kar la  Quesenberry,  Bev i l l
Sta te  Communi ty  Co l lege and Mike
El l is ,  East  Cent ra l  Communi ty
Col lege.  Not  p ic tured:  Danny Avery,
East  Miss iss ipp i  Communi ty  Co l lege;
Jan ina Nobles,  Shel ton State
Communi ty  Col lege;  and Gwen Magee
from Jones COunty Junior  Col lege.

Photo By Kenneth Billings/TMI
Jones County Junior  Col lege Civ ic  Leadership Faci l i tator  ReginaJones County Junior  Col lege Civ ic  Leadership Faci l i tator  ReginaJones County Junior  Col lege Civ ic  Leadership Faci l i tator  ReginaJones County Junior  Col lege Civ ic  Leadership Faci l i tator  ReginaJones County Junior  Col lege Civ ic  Leadership Faci l i tator  Regina
Kitchens,Kitchens,Kitchens,Kitchens,Kitchens, right, speaks during team presentations as part of the first
training session for new hires hosted at Alabama Southern Community Col-
lege in Demopolis, Ala. The session was the first of eight to be held weekly
at each community college campus.



ENTERPRISE-READY Page 7

WAEM Commission appoints goal committees

Kenneth Billings/TMI
G o a l   G o a l   G o a l   G o a l   G o a l   3  3  3  3  3  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  a n d  M C C  P r e s i d e n t  D r .
S c o t t  E l l i o t  ( f a r  l e f t ) ,  E C C C  W o r k f o r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  D i r e c t o r
R o g e r  W h i t l o c k  ( s e c o n d  f r o m  l e f t )  a n d  W I R E D  C o m m i s s i o n
C h a i r m a n  B i l l  S c a g g s  l o o k  o n  a s  B S C C  W o r k f o r c e  D i r e c t o r
C h a r l e s  I r e l a n d  m a k e s  a  p o i n t  d u r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  h e l d
o n  S e p t .  2 9  a t  t h e  R i l e y  C e n t e r  i n  M e r i d i a n ,  M i s s .

The West  A labama-East
Miss iss ipp i  Commiss ion  has
appointed e ight  communi ty
and jun ior  co l lege pres idents
to  cha i r  four  goa l  commi t tee .
The Commiss ion  a lso
approved communi ty,
bus iness and educat ion
leaders f rom the 37-county
reg ion to  serve on those
commit tees.

The four  commit tees
co inc ide  w i th  each o f  the
four  goa ls  o f  the grant
implementat ion p lan and wi l l
p rov ide adv isory  input  as  the
WIRED in i t ia t ive  moves
forward in  the reg ion.

Goa l  1 i s  to  “ fash ion  an
Enterpr ise-Ready  reg iona l
ident i ty  and c iv ic  cu l ture  f rom
pers is tent  engagement  o f
leadersh ip  in  en terpr ise  and
innovat ion based p lanning and
development  ac t iv i t ies .  “

The ob jec t ive  o f  Goa l  1 i s  to  “spur
and susta in  rura l  economic
t ransformat ion through a regional ,
in tegrated-system approach to
economic and communi ty
entrepreneurship.”

Goa l  3  members  w i l l  work  to
“credent ia l ,  cer t i fy,  and t ransform to  a
regional ly-branded workforce. ”

Goa l  4  w i l l  “engage K-12 schoo ls
and youth development  programs in
reg iona l  b rand ing and Enterpr ise
Ready  ac t i v i t ies . ”

The Goa l  1  commi t tee  is  co-cha i red
by Dr.  James Mi tche l l ,  Pres ident  o f
Wal lace Communi ty  Col lege -  Se lma
and Dr.  Jess ie  Smi th ,  Pres ident  o f
Jones County  Junior  Col lege.
Approved commi t tee  members  are :
Sara  B lackmon,  Demopo l is ,  A la . ;
Chr is  Cha in ,  Co lumbus Miss . ;  Sam
Cover t ,  Monroevi l le  A la. ;  Mar ty
Dav idson,  Mer id ian,  Miss . ;  She ldon

Day,  Thomasvi l le ,  A la . ;  Car l  Exford,
B i rmingham,  A la . ;  Bob Forbus,
Jasper,  A la . ;  Wal ter  Gardner,  Newton
Miss. ;  Dav id  Graham, Hami l ton,  A la . ;
Tanya Gray,  Laure l ,  Miss. ;  A lan
Harper,  A l icev i l le ,  A la. ;  John Hendr ix ,
Choctaw,  Miss . ;  Gera ld  Mi l ls ,
Louisv i l le ,  Miss. ;  Wi l l iam Ol iver,
Macon,  Miss . ;  L inda V ice ,
Thomasvi l le ,  Ala. ;  and Judy Young,
Tusca loosa,  A la .  Commit tee resource
members are :  Bo Beaul ieu,  Southern
Rura l  Development  Center ;  Mike
Bai ley,  A labama Technology Network;
Nisa Mi randa,  Univers i ty  o f  A labama
Center  fo r  Economic  Deve lopment ;
Rober t  Rat l i f f ,  Tuscaloosa Convent ion
& Vis i to rs  Bureau;  Jack  Tucc i ,
D iv is ion o f   Bus iness& Indust ry  a t
MSU-Mer id ian Campus;  Pete Wal ley,
Inst i tu t ions of  Higher  Learn ing;  and
Mary  Beth  Wi lkerson,  Miss iss ipp i
Development  Author i t ,  Tour ism
Div is ion.

The Goa l  2  commi t tee  is  co-cha i red
by Dr.  John Johnson,  Pres ident ,
A labama Southern Communi ty  Col lege



The Goa l  4  commi t tee  w i l l  be  w i l l
be  co-cha i red  by  Dr.  R ick  Young,
pres ident ,  Eas t  Miss iss ipp i
Communi ty  Col lege,  and Bev i l l  Sta te
Communi ty  Col lege pres ident ,  Dr.
Haro ld  Wade.

Se lec ted  to  serve  on  the  Goa l  4
commi t tee  are :  Debra  Bo len,  Grove
Hi l l ,  A la. ;  Carey But ler,  Columbus,
Miss . ;  Pau l  Chamblee,  Car thage,
Miss . ;  N ian i  Co lom,  Columbus,  Miss . ;
P ie r re  Goode,  Demopo l is ,  A la . ;
Toreatha Johnson,  L isman,  Ala. ;
Aaron McCal l ,  Haynevi l le ,  A la . ;  Ed
McGowan,  Lawrence,  Miss . ;  George
Meyers ,  Mer id ian,  Miss . ;  Deanna
Morgan,  Fayet te ,  A la . ;  Char l ie
Parkerson,  Qui tman,  Miss. ;  Frank
Stegal l ,  Greensboro,  A la . ;  Mi tch
Stennet t ,  Laure l ,  Miss. ;  Deborah
Tucker,  Tuscaloosa,  A la . ;  Dav id
Vowel l ,  Ph i lade lph ia ,  Miss . ;  and Don
Wi l l ingham, Selma,  A la.

The Goal  4   resource member  w i l l
be :  Susan Rucker,  School  o f
Educat ion ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  Miss iss ipp i .

Kenneth Billings/TMI

Jones County Junior Col lege President ones County Junior Col lege President ones County Junior Col lege President ones County Junior Col lege President ones County Junior Col lege President Dr. Jesse Smith, left,  and Wallace
Community College-Selma President Dr. James Mitchell look over documents
during their committee meeting on Sept. 29.

and Dr.  Phi l  Sutph in,
Pres ident ,  East  Cent ra l
Communi ty  Col lege.

Commi t tee  members  are :
Luther  Davis ,  Tuscaloosa,  A la . ;
Mark Alexander,  Columbus,
Miss. ;  Rochester  Anderson,
Mer id ian,  Miss . ;   Crys ta l
Dupre ’ ,  Mer id ian ,  Miss . ;  Bobby
Harper,  Columbus,  Miss. ;
Wi l l iam Hatcher,  Lauderda le ,
Miss . ;  Br ian  Henson,  DeKalb ,
Miss. ;  Donny Jones,
Tusca loosa,  A la . ;  L inda Lewis ,
Jasper,  A la . ;  Jerome Mer ida ,
Jackson,  A la . ;  Sta fford  Myr ick ,
Decatur,  Miss . ;  Frank ie
Oglesby,  Mar ion,  A la . ;  Douglas
Ragland,  Eutaw,  A la . ;  Joe
Rober tson,  Laure l ,  Miss. ;
Danny D’Andre,  Thomasvi l le ,
A la .  Resource members  are :
Paavo Hanninen,  Univers i ty  of
A labama;  Roger  Roberson,
U.S.  Dept .  o f  Agr icu l ture ;  R ich
Spe ights ,  Miss iss ipp i  Deve lopment
Author i ty ;  and  Bubba Wei r,
Miss iss ipp i  Techno logy A l l iance.

Mer id ian Communi ty  Col lege
pres ident  Dr.  Scot t  E l l io t  and She l ton
State  Communi ty  Col lege pres ident
Dr.  R ick  Rogers   w i l l  co-cha i r  the
Goal  3 commit tee.

Goa l   3  commi t tee  members  are :
Leola  Bel l ,  Haynev i l le ,  A la . ;  Lee
Jackson,  Haynevi l le ,  A la. ;  Judy
Graham, Jackson,  A la . ;  Winston
Hayes,  Jasper,  A la . ;  Dav is  Jackson,
Tusca loosa,  A la . ;  Rod Jones,  Vance,
Ala. ;  Gary Lukens,  Hat t iesburg,  Miss.
John Matthews,  Camden,  Ala. ;  Rusty
McMi l lan,  Newton,  Miss. ;  James
Mock,  L iv ingston,  A la . ;  Thomas
Moore ,  Demopo l is ,  A la . ;  Wi l l iam
Ryan,  Greenesboro,  A la . ;  Pat  Salmon,
Starkv i l le ,  Miss. ;  Lex Taylor,
Louisv i l le ,  Miss. ;  Lonnie Thigpen,
Louin,  Miss. ;  Vernon Underwood,
But ler,  A la .  The goal  three resource
member  is  Jason Pugh,  Sta te  Board
for  Communi ty /Junior  Col leges.
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