
Black Belt Health Scholars Program  
 
The Black Belt Health Scholars Program is a weeklong health-oriented enrichment program for ninth 
and tenth graders in Black Belt counties.  BBHS began as a pilot program in 2007 with Hale, Marengo, 
and Perry Counties.  Participants were students in the 9th and 10 grades who were interested in health 
careers.  Student who participate in this on-going summer program are chosen by officials of their local 
school systems the three counties. 
 
Students traveled daily to Judson College where they attended classes in creative writing, math, and 
science; participated in scholastic exercises and group activities; and explored health careers.  They also 
took field trips to local health care facilities and attended seminars with local health care professionals.  
 
The goal of this program is to nurture and promote the health care aspirations of Black Belt students 
through partnerships involving local schools, health care facilities, health professionals, and regional 
colleges and universities.  The plan employs summer program experiences to prepare students to 
compete for the Rural Health Scholars program when they reach 11th grade.  The expected outcome is an 
increased number of black belt students entering health care career training and taking positions in the 
local health care industry. 
 
Program co-directors are Cynthia Moore and Melissa Cox in The University of Alabama Rural Health 
Programs Offices.   
 
For more information, contact: mcox@cchs.ua.edu or  cmoore@cchs.ua.edu or (205) 348-3116. 
 
 

  
 
Black Belt Health Scholars worked in the computer lab, visited Hale County Hospital and learned 
about emergency equipment and procedures, researched information on a possible bird flu 
pandemic and how it would affect their communities, and created presentations to inform the 
public about bird flu. 
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Black Belt Health Scholars tried on scrubs during a field trip to the hospital in Demopolis.  



 


